
 
"Talking to your kids about sex, healthy relationships, and consent at any age!" 

Join the Interschool Community of Parents and Educators for a  
Panel Discussion on this timely and important topic. 

Monday, October 22, 6:30 PM 
Trinity School, 101 West 91st Street, NYC 

 
 
 
 

Panelists 
 

Al Vernacchio is the N-12 Sexuality Education Coordinator at the Friends' Central School in Wynnewood, 
PA, where he teaches classes, organizes sexuality-themed programs and student assemblies, provides parent 
education on human sexuality topics and is a faculty advisor for the Gender and Sexual Orientation Alliance 
(GSOA). 
A Human Sexuality educator and consultant for over 25 years, Al lectures across the country and his work has 
been featured in the New York Times Magazine and on NPR.  He has hosted four TED talks and is the author 
of "For Goodness Sex: Changing the Way We Talk to Young People About Sexuality, Values, and 
Health”, published by Harper Wave, a division of HarperCollins. 
Mr. Vernacchio has a BA in Theology from St. Joseph's University and his MSEd in Human Sexuality 
Education from the University of Pennsylvania. 

  

Richard Weissbourd is a Senior Lecturer at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, where he directs the 
Human Development and Psychology Program, and the Kennedy School of Government. His work focuses on 
moral development, vulnerability and resilience in childhood and effective schools and services for children. 
He directs the Making Caring Common Project, a national effort to make moral and social development 
priorities in child-raising and to provide strategies to schools and parents for promoting in children caring, a 
commitment to justice and other key moral and social capacities.  He writes for numerous scholarly and 
popular publications and blogs, including The New York Times, The Washington Post and NPR.  His most 
recent book, The Parents We Mean to Be: How Well-Intentioned Adults Undermine Children's Moral and 
Emotional Development (Houghton Mifflin 2009), was named by The New Yorker as one of the top 24 books 
of 2009. 

 
Maria-Anna Zimmermann is Head of the Lower School at the Brearley School and has worked in 
independent schools for over 30 years.  Maria also serves as the Assistant Head of School for Student Life, 
where she has propelled initiatives in social-emotional learning, gender diversity, and sexuality health 
education--areas in which Maria has received extensive training.  Maria attended Juilliard Pre-College, and is 
a graduate of Barnard College, Manhattan School of Music, and Bank Street School of Education.  She is 
also the proud mother of two Brearley alumnae, Corinna Boylan ‘11, and Talia Boylan, ‘13. 
 

 
  

Justine Ang Fonte (moderator) is the founder and Director of Health & Wellness at The Dalton School, a K-
12 independent school in New York City. She also works as a consultant to schools and speaks to teachers, 
parents, and students across the United States on feminist-based sex education. Justine co-authored for 
the National Association of Independent Schools, “Sexuality Education: An Overview for Independent 
Schools.” Her work as a teacher began in middle school mathematics where she experienced first-hand the 
negative impact that insufficient health care and access had on her students’ learning.	 
She received her Master's in Education from the University of Hawai`i and her Master's in Public Health from 
Columbia University. 
	


